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Why a Prevalence Study 

Matters 

 A national prevalence study of Canada and 

each province provides estimates as to who is at 

risk for maltreatment and the size of the problem 

in Canada.   

  Accurate data about abuse and neglect 

ensures accuracy in screening, classification, and 

appropriate treatment, and prevention 
(McDonald, Dergal & Collins 2012).  



What Prevalence Data Tells  

 Prevalence studies tell us: 

 

The magnitude of abuse & neglect in Canada; 

The distribution of the issue in Canada; 

Trends over time of abuse and neglect; 

The factors correlated with abuse and neglect; 

The factors that predict abuse and neglect 

Targets for intervention 

 



With Numbers in Hand: 
The data will help federal and provincial policy makers:  

 1. Develop evidence-based policies, 

 2.  Provide baseline data for future policy and program 
evaluations to assess if things improve,  

 3. Will make possible international comparisons, 

 4. Provide data that will accurately estimate how many 
human and financial resources are required to prevent 
and solve the problem.  

 5. All Canadians benefit directly and indirectly from the 
protection of older adults through awareness and the 
savings of human and economic costs as reflected  in 
taxes.  

 



Objectives and Methods 
 The objectives of the proposed project are to provide 

quantitative data on the prevalence, risk factors, and 
causes of mistreatment of older Canadians in the general 
population.  

 The survey universe included adults, aged 55 years of age 
and older, living in private dwellings in Canada.   

 The survey is being  conducted by telephone interviews 
that will draw a representative sample using random 
digital dialing.  

 The types of abuse to be captured by the data are 
physical, sexual, psychological, and financial abuse and 
neglect perpetrated by informal caregivers in the last 12 
months.  

 



Provincial Oversampling 
 Those provinces that wished to do further analyses 

over-sampled cases for their provinces and will be 
able to examine regional difference by using postal 
codes.  

 Quebec     

 Ontario 

 New Brunswick 

 Alberta 

 British Columbia 

Total= 8000   Reported here= 4,534   

 







Summary Measures 













Reported and Felt Abuse 

 



What is New 

 People are less likely to feel abuse even when 

they report they are abused using standardized 

scales. 

 Being abused before 18 years of age  appears to 
be a risk for abuse in later life (except financial 

abuse where the risk is in middle age). 



Thank You 
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